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from cholera in the corresponding weeks of 1840-5, but is less
than those of the corresponding weeks of 1846-9, when 37, 16,
19, and 823 deaths were ascribed to that malady. There is

nothing to indicate the presence of an epidemic either in the
number of deaths from cholera, or in the character of the cases
recorded below in some detail ; but the mortality from diarrhcsa
is an untoward symptom, which deserves the attention of those
who have the power to adopt precautionary measures.
The barometer at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, was low

during the week; the corrected average reading was 29’651 inches.
The mean temperature of the air in the shade was 642&deg;; or 27&deg;
above the average temperature of the week. The temperature of
the Thames ranged from 630 to 68&deg;. The air was dry, showed
little electricity, and passed over the Observatory at the average
rate of 120 miles a day.
THE YELLow F-CVER IN THE BRAZILS.&mdash;Letters from

Rio Janeiro contain very sad details regarding the breaking out
and the progress of the epidemic, which latter is, we are glad to
say, declining very fast. It would appear that the disease first
broke out at Bahia, and after making great ravages in that city,
it successively spread through the numerous towns on the coast.
The number of victims at Bahia was very considerable, as the
city is densely populated, very dirty in its lower part, and offer-
ing full scope to the disease, through the number of ill-ventilated
and crowded houses. The epidemic raged no less at Pernam-
buco. In an extensive lazaretto at Rio Janeiro the mortality
was considerable, since out of 553 patients admitted, from the
18th of January to the 20th of February, 222 died, making about
forty per cent. : this proportion, however, rose, in the first half
of the month of March, to seventy per cent. Out of these 553
patients there were but thirty-five natives, of whom only five
died; but out of 226 Portuguese, ninety-seven fell victims to the
disease.

It was noticed that the greatest number of deaths took place
among the foreigners coming from the northern parts of Europe
or America. Out of thirty-two Russians, fifteen perished; from
sixty Swedes, twenty-eight died; from thirty-one Americans,
fifteen; from twenty Englishmen, ten; and from ten Frenchmen, ’,
seven. Most of those who were first attacked belonged to ’’
foreign ships in the harbour. Some vessels lost the whole of
their crew, others had only the captain left, and others again
only the mate and a boy. The disease attacked principally
those who were newly arrived in the country, and likewise the
persons not quite acclimatized, though already for some time in
the Brazils. The epidemic at Rio Janeiro was at one time so

general, that the mortality in hospitals and the town rose to 230
per diem.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
DEEPLY do we regret that we are compelled, week after week, to
withhold from our readers a great number of papers, the perusal of which
would afford them much gratification ; but notwithstanding the frequent
addition of sixteen columns to the ordinary size of our journal, to that
disagreeable necessity we are exposed. It is exceedingly perplex-
ing to be obliged to postpone communications which exhibit all the

indications of great mental power and zealous scientific research. If
we could only succeed in convincing our esteemed contributors that
it is not the longest communications that are always the best, and that
those papers which contain the greatest number of useful facts clothed
in the smallest number of words are the most highly appreciated by the
profession, much of the anxiety to which we are now subjected would
be abated.

WE advise an A1.ticled Pupil to make his inquiry of the students who have
lately been in attendance at the schools he has named, and also at others.
From them he will receive the best and most accurate information on the

subject.
Scotus.-We have not been able to find time to investigate the subject. Mr.
Syme is an original thinker, a clever writer, and an able surgeon. If he
has his faults, who is without them? We cannot discover any proof of
the statement that Mr. Syme is the enemy of the hospital surgeons of
London.

Mercator, (Leeds.) -An extract from the letter will be published in the next
LANCET. Wherever the thing has been seen, similar feelings of disgust
and indignation have been excited.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AT BATH.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-At the anniversary meeting of the Bath and Bristol Branch of the
Provincial Association, " Mr. Hunt rose to make some strictures upon the
manner in which their reports had hitherto appeared in the provincial
newspapers. He had no objection to the publication of the reports if the
list of cases read were left out; but to publish that such and such a case
was read by so and so, savoured of quackery, and did not accord with the
respectability of the profession. He therefore moved an amendment, that
the list of cases should not be published in the report."*
This is characteristic of the integrity and candour of Mr. Ezra Hunt, of

this city, (Bath,) who is ever alert in the discovery of anything worthy of
condemnation.

It is evident that Mr. Hunt is a formidable opponent to empiricism, and
is earnest in maintaining the I’espectability of the profession. There are
undoubtedly objections to the publication of the list of cases in local news-
papers. Do any of the medical societies in the metropolis adopt this plan ?
Why, we really perceive in it, as Mr. Hunt says, an approach to quackery.
Quacks publish their lectures in newspapers, advertise in newspapers, so
does Dr. W. B-, of Bristol, in a Bristol newspaper, who seconds a vote
of censure on Mr. - forwriting a letter on Chlorine, &c., in a newspaper,
and afterwards forwards a long crude letter on Cholera to the Times.
But Dr. B. was, and is, a cliquist.
Conscientious practitioners of Bath, continue your onslaught on the

clique. Who, and what, are they? Maintain your rights ; build your
success on a secnre foundation ; encounter them valiantly; their weapons
are blunt, and easily broken ; you are shielded by rectitude. The cause of
the zealous, talerted, and amiable Dr. Samuel Edwards’s withdrawing from
Bath must be fresh m your minds. By the upright he was respected and
admired, but he was envied and oppressed by a clique.
Let our behaviour be guided by the same principles as directed Mr. Hunt.

Be reluctant to succumb to the authoritative (?) would-be mighty men (?),
and not permit ourselves to be trampled upon, but with a bold voice assail
an insignificant few, who constitute an ignominious clique, and also what-
ever (I repeat Mr. Hunt’s words) " does not accol’d with the respectability of
the profession."
Exposure will be a grand auxiliary; therefore I ask of you, Mr. Editor,

a space for the insertion of this communication, being conscious that you
ever uphold the respectability of the profession.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Bath, August 5, 1850. CASTLED.

Jlr. J. S.-Without doubt the two remaining years of his study would be
included, if passed in a recognised school in London or elsewhere.

DI’. Alton.-The long-mooted questions in dispute between the Council of the
College and the Secretary of State remain in statu quo. It would be un-

fortunate if the Secretary of State were at this time to decide on any im-
pc I1t point relative to the Charter of the College or to medical legisla-
tion generally. Before he can determine with propriety as to the provi-
sions of a new Charter for the College of Surgeons, he must have an
opportunity of examining the votes of the qualified members of the pro-
fession.

THE extraordinary impatience manifested by B. L. admits of a ready ex-
planation.

Aliquis.-It is difficult to answer the question. Perhaps five hundred.
An Observer.-The letter is inadmissible. We have briefly noticed the sub-
ject in page 217. When the facts are not fully stated, it is quite possible
that an opinion very adverse to Dr. Ashwell might be formed. Our corre-
spondent has made a very unfair representation of the circumstances. It

is quite evidentthatthe deceased lady had resolved at least not to bequeathe
the property to her husband.

F. F. can recover in a court oflaw for a proper charge made in such a case.
If F. F. will state by whom he is supplied with THE LANCET, we will in.
quire as to the cause of the irregularity of which he has complained.

21. G.-We believe there were twenty-three candidates for the Leighton
Buzzard Union. Only two made their appearance. They bolted.

* Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal, July 24, p. 412.
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THE LIBRARY OF THE BRISTOL INFIRMARY.
To tlte Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Perceiving in your number of THE LANCET for July 27 a letter
from a 11 Constant Reader" in reference to the library of the Bristol In-
firmary, I feel it to be my duty to corroborate the statement contained
therein. Hitherto no alteration has, I believe, been made; but a short time
only has elapsed, and I hope ere long to see the library thrown open to the
students.

I have no doubt that the surgeons will do their utmost towards the
accomplishment of so laudable an object; and trusting that some alteration
will shortly be made,

I am, Sir, yours most obediently,
Bristol, August 7, 1850. C. 0. C. S.

Studens.-Dr. Turner, the Professor of Chemistry in University College, was
followed to the grave by a large body of the students. He was buried at

Kensal-green Cemetery.
THE letter of a Fleeced Author shall be inserted next week.

SMfMyemsM.&mdash;Yes. Such a case has been decided within the last two or

three years, but we cannot at this moment refer to the volume in which
a report of the trial is to be found. If we remember correctly, the judge
who presided on the occasion stated that the payment of an additional
.f4 could not affect the legal right of the plaintiff; and that as he had
undergone his examination, and received his licence, that licence was
good for the whole of England and Wales. A letter addressed by a
solicitor to Mr. Upton, would, we believe, have the effect of procuring
a reference to a correct report of the trial.

0. 0. O.-Not so much as in the first instance. It was a very gross attempt
to defraud.

A SPECTACLE MAKER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I was much gratified at reading the note in THE LANCET upon the
" corn-cutter." I enclose you a circular left at my door by a " spectacle-
maker." You will find therein the names of fiiie fellows of the College of
Surgeons, and of one fellow of the College of Physicians, among a lot of
smaller fry. Your correspondent is quite right in designating this kind of
puffing and advertising as quackery.
Thanking you sincerely for your exposure of it,

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Colchester, July 25, 1850. SAMUEL A. PHILBRICK.

*,* The circular which our correspondent enclosed contains the names of
two gentlemen, entitled "surgeon and oculist," and of many other sur-
geons in Essex, who testify to the inestimable value of the spectacles of a
Mr. Keyzor.

A Medical Reformer.-A very able letter on the same subject, from Mr.
Peploe Cartwright, will be found at page 207.

Dr. A. H. Hassall shall receive a private note.
WE feel much obliged to Dr. F. Winslow for forwarding to us the news-

paper.

MAJOR GRAHAM, REGISTRAR-GENERAL, AND THE VACCINATION ACT.
To tlte Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Mr. Hart has recently exposed in the pages of THE LANCET the
unprofessional conduct of a certain Mr. --, of Norton Foliate, who it
seems holds an appointment as vaccinator, and not contented with opera-
ting upon the arms of the children in his own poor-law district, trespasses
upon his neighbours. Such shabby conduct only requires exposure. But
what I chiefly write you for is, I note the insinuation, that Mr. - derives
his knowledge when to pounce upon children from the district registrar ot
births, &c. Now, we have in our neighbourhood an union vaccinator, who
is also a registrar, and whose love of eighteenpence is so great as to have
led him into the same disgraceful practice of vaccinating his neighbour
paupers, making use of the knowledge acquired as registrar for the pur-
pose. He was at once reported to the registrar-general, and was as
promptly told if such practice was continued he would be dismissed as
registrar. No man is more alive than Major Graham to the importance of
the Registration Act being in good odour with the profession.

July, 1850. Adieus.

H. B.-The case involves a new point. It has been decided that a physician
cannot recover his fee by an action at law. Did H. B. practise as a phy-
sician ? If he did, we are of opinion that he cannot recover his charges
for his attendance in medical cases, but inasmuch as he is also a member
of the College of Surgeons, ve consider that he can recover such portion
of his charge as relates to his attendance in surgical cases. Does he pub-
licly notify that he is a doctor by the inscription on his door-plate ? One

thing is quite clear; that legally qualified apothecaries can recover reason-
able charges for attendance in medical cases. This was most fully decided

by Lord Chief Justice Tenterden in the case of Handey v. Henson.
MALAPRAXIS IN MIDWIFERY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-If the following extract of a letter which I received from James

Lardner Green, Esq., surgeon, Buckley, near Mold, Flintshire, can be of
any use to you in your meritorious ctusade against quackery, it is at your
service. Yours &c.

Isle of Man, July, 1850. J. J. CREGEEN.
" I find popular ignorance a rich soil for quackery to grow in. Two or

three days since I was summoned to a place three miles off, and when I
reached the place soon after I found the patient dead-a case of fatal
flooding from retained placenta. She had been attended by au old
midwife in her confinement, who. to stop the h&oelig;morrhage, put ligatures
round the wrists and ancles of the ro--r creature &mdash;a popular practice in such
cases in this part of the country. I threatened the old woman with a sum-
mons from the coroner: but as the husband seemed only indifferent about
it, I gave a certificate of the cause of death for registration."
D. H. G.-Dr. Neil Arnott’s Elements of Physics, and the work of Dr.
Golding Bird.

A Surgeon.-Sir Astley Cooper practised for many years in New Broad-
street, in the City, before he removed to Spring-gardens. It was Mr.

Bransby Cooper, the brother of Sir Astley, who was the M.P. for
Gloucester. It was the brother of the Bishop of Exeter, Mr. Philpott,
who was left the large legacy by Billy Wood.

J. N.-A quack, according to Johnson, is 11 a tricking practitioner in physic
or any other art," and quackery is, by the same authority, stated to be
"mean or bad acts in phys.c." The quack may therefore be within or
without the pale of the profession.

Mr. Gillett wishes to be informed by whom the work of Br. Jennings is
published. Mr. G. states that in this publication there is a complete ex-
posure of the frauds which are commonly practised by homoeopathists.

Questor.-The late Mr. Tyrrell dropped dead in an auction mart, in London,
where he was attending to buy an estate.

WE regret that, from want of space, we are compelled to postpone until next
week the publication of the paper of Mr. Borlase Childs, which is already
in type.

J. C.-The papers were not completed.
SURGEON-DENTISTS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;It is evident your correspondent " H. J. F." has been, like many

o hers, puzzled. It is only within the last twenty or thirty years that
dentistry has been thought worthy of separate and complete study as an
art. Previously to that time, it was practised by spotted men of other
callings, and, to a great extent, is the same even in the present day. It is,
therefore, not to be wondered at that the majority of writers on the subject
should endeavour to impress their readers with the idea, that to be a good
dentist it is necessary to be educated precisely as they had been. But how
inexplicable, that to extract a tooth decently a man must first be taught to
prescribe for hydrophobia, or to perform the operation of lithotomy; or to
make or adjust artificial teeth, he must first learn to make a church clock,
or signet ring.
We have surgeon-dentist, physician-dentist, surgeon-chiropodist, &c.

I suppose the next will be surgeon-liair-cutter, reverting to old and barberous
times. Yours very obediently,
London, August 12, 1850. A DENTIST.

Winfred.-No rule ougl-it to be more rigidly observed in medical practice
than that of faithfully keeping to strict time when appointments are made
for consultation. Should the consulting physician or surgeon happen to
arrive before the practitioner who is in regular attendance, it is the height
of impropriety for either to see the patient before the arrival of the

attending practitioner. We consider that Dr. -, taking the facts to
be correctly stated, was highly culpable in the case mentioned, and his
explanation is remarkable for nothing but its absurdity.

IN consequence of the late hour at which it was received, the letter of Mr.
G. L. Cooper, in answer to that of Dr. Highmore, of Sherborne, is un-
avoidably postponed until next week.

A QUACK’S TREATMENT FOR DEAFNESS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I am ashamed to say I have been robbed by a woman of &pound;30, under
a solemn promise of having my hearing restored. I enclose the advertise-
ment. She still practises her fraud. Cannot you put a stop to it by pub-
licity ? Your obedient servant,

A SUBSCRIBER.

Cannot we " put a stop to it ?" Why not ask if we can put a stop to the
earth’s motion ? Who shall arrest the course of human folly and credulity?
The mop of Mrs. Partington was about as effectual in keeping back the
tide as is the pen in preventing a certain class of persons from being
duped. Homoeopaths, hydropaths, mesmerists, et hoc genus omne, flourish
from the same cause. All fatten in the same soil-the besotted ignorance
of a large portion of the English public. When shail this cause cease to

exist? The lever so ardently desired by Archimedes would, we fear, be
inadequate to effect its removal.

ERRATA. - In the letter of Dr. Highmore, (p. 186, line thirty-one from
the bottom,) for " crest of the sternum," read "crest of the ilium."&mdash;In
the report by Mr. Blacklock, in the last LANCET, p. 185, for " Pegasus,"
read "Pegase," long a hospital-ship at Portsmouth during the last
war.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Dr. Hassall;
Mr. Levison, (Brighton;) Mr. Martin, (Reigate;) Mr. St. John Lucas,
(Alford, Lincolnshire ;) Surreyensis; Mr. K.; Dr. Davey; Mr. Reece;
Mr. S., (Aberdare, with inclosure ;) Dr. Forbes Winslow; Mr. Black-
lock ; C. N.; L.A.C.; Mr. J. H. Tucker; A Subscriber, (Newcastle;)
F. F., (Oxon;) Mr. Horace Howard; A Candidate who Sent in his Essay
in Time; S.; Mr. Painter; An Articled Pupil; D. J.; M.R.C.S.L.; Mr.
Sadler; Dr. Highmore, (Sherborne;) Dr. Robertson, (Hitchin;) A Fleeced
Author; An Assistant-Surgeon R.N.; A Dentist; Dr. Marshall Hall;
F., an Old Subscriber; Messrs. Ferris & Score, (Bristol;) Mr. J. C.
Blanshard, (Coventry;) Mr. J. James, (Aberayron;) Dr. Chadwick,
(Bury;) Mr. R. Sloper, (Aberdare;) Mr. Evans, (Mold, Fliiitshire--,) Mr.
Hodgson, (Sussex County Hospital, Brighton;) ;) Mr. R. H. Meade, (Brad-
ford, Yorkshire;) Mr. J. W. Brown, (Galashiels;) Hodges & Smith,
(Dublin ;) Mr. Williams, (Llanrust, South Wales;) Mr. Masfen, (Stafford-
shire Infirmary ;) Mr. Crun-ime3, z Nlr. Gillet; Mr. Winfred; H B. Scotus;
A Sur;eon; 0. O.O. ; The Hnn. Mr. Touchet; Mercator, (Leeds;) J. C.;
Dr. Alton; An Observer; Que8tor; L. M.; Aliquis; Studens; T. G.,
Dr. F. D. Jones, (Gateshead.)

THE Christian Register, Boston, U.S., June 21, and Whitehaven Herald,
August 10, have been received.


